
NEXT MEETING:
Thursday, Feb. 5th 
11:30 a.m.

NEW VENUE:  
Texas Land and Cattle  
Pinnacle Hills Promenade, 
2103 S. Promenade Blvd,

Lunch w/ drink is $16.00 
(tax inclusive) and begins at 
11:30 a.m. 

PROGRAM:   
Our one-hour CLE is 
titled “Collaborative Law 
- Beyond Winning” and 
will be presented by David 
Tracy.  Please arrive early 
to get your lunch and get 
seated so that the CLE can 
begin and end on time.

Coming In 
March:

The March one-hour 
CLE will be hosted by 
Mercy Hospital (at Mercy 
Hospital) and will be an 
hour Ethics credit.
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Deadline for the 
March Bar Journal 
Friday, Feb. 20th

Presidents Corner
By Acacia Wright Stinnett

Happy New Year!  I want to first thank 
Judge and Representative Scott for 
opening their home and once again 
hosting the BCBA Christmas party. We 
had a good turnout and enjoyed catch-
ing up with fellow bar members.  
As you are all aware, the Benton County 
Courthouses are now enforcing policy 
on searching all individuals who en-
ter the courthouse.  This is not a new 
policy.  Please be respectful to the depu-
ties who are merely doing their jobs. I 
have included the policy in this journal 
for your benefit (pgs. 4-6). 
There is a Domestic Relations Counsel 
meeting at Theo’s in Rogers on Febru-
ary 5th at 4:30.  All of the judges have 
requested this time to catch the local 
bar up on information and changes to 
procedure.  I would highly encourage 
everyone who does domestic relations 
work to make this a priority. The Ad 
Litem Counsel had the opportunity to 
attend a similar meeting with the judges 
and it was very successful. 
Acacia Wright Stinnett 
BCBA President    

About our Speaker
David A. Tracy At A Glance: Mr. Tracy 
has practiced law in Tulsa for 29 years. 
His practice is focused on family law 
litigation, family mediation, collabora-
tive family law, family law appeals. 
He is a qualified family law mediator 
under the Oklahoma District Court 
Mediation Act.
Legal group affiliations include the 
American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers, the International Academy 
of Collaborative Professionals, the 
Oklahoma Academy of Collaborative 
Professionals, the Oklahoma Bar Asso-
ciation (Family Law Section chair 2000), 
and the Tulsa County Bar Association 
(Family Law Section chair 1994-1995). 
His community involvement includes 
serving on the boards of the Oklahoma 
Academy of Collaborative Profession-
als, Riverfield Country Day School and 
the University of Tulsa College of Law 
Alumni Association.
Mr. Tracy received his B. S. Degree in 
Radio-TV-Film, News and Public Af-
fairs, from Oklahoma State University 
in 1976, and his J.D. degree from the 
University of Tulsa in 1983.

When: 	 February 5, 2015 at 4:30
Where: 	Theo’s in Rogers
Who: 	 Judges Duncan, Schrantz, Scott, and Smith
Why: 	 To discuss the service of ad litems, what is  

expected, and a general discussion between  
the judges and the attorneys on Domestic  
Relations matters.

Questions? Please call Acacia Wright Stinnett (479) 657-6950.

Please attend the Domestic Relations Counsel 
Information Meeting

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benton-County-Bar-Association/138826826233942
http://bentoncountybar.webs.com


Judges’ Calendars
The Courthouse will be closed 
February 16th for President’s 
Day. 

Judge Karren 
Please call for the Judge’s 
schedule.

Judge Duncan 
Because of scheduled trials, 
please call ahead for defaults.

Judge Smith 
The Judge will be in.

Judge Green 
Please call for the Judge’s 
Schedule.

Judge Schrantz 
The Judge will be in.

Judge Scott 
February 5 and 6 
February 19 and 20
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Welcome Rebecca!
Division 6 is pleased to announce the 
addition of Rebecca Strodtman to our 
court as court orders clerk, effective 
January 5.  Welcome Rebecca!  As of 
January 2, Mary Layton will replace 
Chea Ball as trial court assistant, and 
Chea Ball will replace Darlene Young as 
court reporter.  Thanks to everyone who 
came to Darlene’s party and wished her 
well on her retirement.  It was greatly 
appreciated.

Judges Needed for UA School 
of Law Client Counseling 

Closed Domestic  
Relations Files With  
Review Hearings Set
The Circuit Clerk closes Domestic Rela-
tions files when an Order is entered 
which touches on the issues before 
the Court.  If the Order provides for a 
Review Hearing, the file is still closed, 
prohibiting the filing of subsequent 
pleadings without paying a reopen 
fee.  If the parties’ settlement includes 
a review hearing, or if the Court orders 
that a review hearing to be held in the 
future, the Order entered will need to 
contain explicit language instructing 
the Circuit Clerk to accept subsequent 
pleadings relevant to the review issues 
without charging a reopen fee.  This 
provision is not meant to allow par-
ties to file pleadings raising new issues 
between the entry of the Order and the 
review hearing.  If the word “Tempo-
rary” is in the heading of the Order, the 
Circuit Clerk will not close the file.
Judge Scott

The Board of Advocates is proud to be 
hosting the 2015 Regional Client Coun-
seling Competition.  This is a unique 
one-day competition to be hosted on 
Saturday, February 7th, 2015.  We are 
in need of legal talent to judge the 
competitors!  Time slots are available 
for the morning preliminary rounds or 
afternoon semifinal rounds.  Lunch and 
refreshments will be provided.  To sign 
up, please take this link http://attend.
com/LawBoARegionalClient  or contact 
Jadyn Cleveland at jcclevel@email.uark.
edu or Chloe Fackler at cfackler@email.
uark.edu.  
We appreciate everyone’s time and help 
in making this regional competition a 
success!  
See attached letter (p. 7) for more de-
tails!

2015 Process Servers
Please note that attached is an updated 
2015 list of Process Servers in Benton 
County (p. 3) for your reference.
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Domestic Relations Attorney 
Ad Litem Worksheet
From Judge Schrantz:  As an attach-
ment to this newsletter you will see a 
worksheet suggested for use by attor-
ney ad litems representing children in 
domestic relations cases.  The purpose 
of the worksheet is to establish a mini-
mum reference of contacts and work 
expected of AALs in these cases.  Use 
of this worksheet may also provide a  
mechanism for reporting to the Court.
It may not be necessary to perform each 
task on the worksheet in every case.  
For instance, the standard of hous-
ing may not be an issue in every case.  
AALs and parent counsel are encour-
aged to communicate with the Court if 
housing or other matters are not issues 
prior to trial.        
The Judges will be discussing the use 
of retainer fees to be paid by parent to 
AALs at the time of appointment in the 
near future.  Private pay is necessary to 
stretch the dollars now budgeted by the 
state and the county for AALs.  So, ex-
pect to see use of partial or full private 
pay for AALs.   Comments from AALs 
or parent counsel are invited.
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Dear Members of the Benton County Bar Association, 
 
The University of Arkansas School of Law is hosting the ABA Law Student Division Client 
Counseling Competition on Saturday, February 7th, 2015.  This year we are hosting 12 teams 
from Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and Colorado!   
 
Your help would really contribute to the success of this competition.   For each time slot, we are 
recruiting two attorney-judges and one member of the counseling profession (broadly defined) to  
judge competitors on their fact finding as well as their soft skills in conducting a client interview. 
 
This is a different kind of competition than our moot court and trial competitions.  The client 
counseling competition simulates a law office consultation in which student lawyers conduct an 
interview with a “client.”  Following the interview, the student-lawyers explain how they would 
proceed further in the hypothetical situation.  It does require a time commitment on the day of 
the competition but minimal preparation (beyond what you already know from meeting clients in 
your practice).   
 
We need a larger number of judges in the morning rounds, as we will be filling 12 interview 
rooms.  In the afternoon, we will be filling three interview rooms.  The ABA has also 
recommended that we recruit standby judges.  In recognition of your commitment of time and 
talents, we will be serving breakfast and lunch at the competition.  In addition, we are hosting a 
judges’ VIP reception at Hog Haus on Dickson the night before (Friday, February 6th, 2015, at 
5:30 p.m.).  As the competition gets a little closer, we will send you additional information and 
instructions.  
 

1. Preliminary Rounds from 9:00 a.m. to 12:05 p.m.: 
30 minute prep; three 45 minute rounds; 10 minute breaks between rounds (same 
client, different student-attorneys) 

2. Semifinal Rounds from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.: 
Two 45 minute rounds; 15 minute breaks between rounds (same client, different 
student-attorneys) 

 
We hope you are interested and available to judge the Regional Client Counseling Competition.  
It is our hope to fill in our judge schedule by Saturday January 31, 2015.  At your earliest 
convenience, please contact the BOA Client Counseling Co-Chairs Chloe Fackler and Jadyn 
Cleveland at cfackler@email.uark.edu or jcclevel@email.uark.edu.   You can also sign up 
directly at this live link which will generate an automatic confirmation for you.   
http://attend.com/LawBoARegionalClient 
 
Thank you for your time and cooperation.  We really appreciate it and look forward to your 
participation.  We could not run a successful competition without your help.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chloe Fackler, BOA Regional Client Counseling Competition Co-Chair 
Jadyn Cleveland, BOA Regional Client Counseling Competition Co-Chair  
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